
 

Wednesday, September 16th, 2026 
    

Session 1 
 
MC – Dr Marzieh Parhizkar 

 
 

Time Subject Presenter/Organisation 
9.30am Welcome & Acknowledgement Padraic Fisher  

(Director -The National Wool Museum) 
9.35am Formal Opening TBC 

(City of Greater Geelong) 
9.45am The importance of research and our 

symposium partnership 
TBC 
(Deakin University) 

9.55am Seamless Update Ainsley Simpson  
(CEO - Seamless) 

10.10am Q&A  
10.15am  Dr Deanne Gilson  
10.35am Q&A 
10.40am  Debra McDonald (Fooz Enterprises) 
11.00am Q&A 
11.05am  Morning Tea Break 
11.40am   Tracey Pryor (Australian Bedding Stewardship Council) 
12.00pm Q&A 
12.05pm Short Break 
12.10pm  A/Professor Chris Hurren (Deakin University) 
12.30pm  Q&A  
12.35pm Lunch & Networking 

 
    

Session 2 
 
MC – Dr Md Abdullah Al Faruque 

 
 
 

Time Subject Presenter/Organisation 
1.30pm  Joshua Begbie (Good Environmental Choice Australia) 
1.50pm Q&A 
1.55pm  Tom Hussey (Xefco) 
2.15pm Q&A 
2.20pm Short Break 
2.25pm Keynote Day 1: Challenges and Potentials in 

Post-Consumer Textile Recycling 
Professor Mesut Cetin  
(Institut für Textiltechnik Augsburg, Germany) 

2.45pm Afternoon Tea 
3.15pm PANEL DISCUSSION 

Green shoots in circular fibre production 
and recycling. 

1. Meriel Chamberlin (Project Boomerang) – CHAIR 
2. Dean Flintoff (Silver Fleece) 
3. Joanne Yip (HKPU) 
4. Professor Mesut Cetin (ITA Augsburg) 
5. Dr Hafeezulah Memon (Simba Global) 
6. Ben Kaminsky (Textile Recyclers Group) 

4.15pm Deakin Student Presentation Md Imran/Hossain (Deakin University) 
4.25pm RMIT Student Presentation Henadeera Arachchige Ayomi Perera (RMIT) 
4.45pm Wrap-up Day 1 & Close Dr Weiwei Cong (Deakin University) 
4.40pm 

5.30pm 

Drinks and Networking 

Museum Closes 

 

 

 



 

Thursday, September 17th, 2026 
    

Session 3 
 
MC – Dr Mina Bayattork 

 
 

Time Subject Presenter/Organisation 
9.30am Housekeeping Dr Marzieh Parhizkar (Deakin University) 
9.35am  David Buchanan (Advanced Fibre Cluster) 
9.45am Q&A  
9.50am  Surya Subianto (Deakin University), Elsie 

Fulton (Surf Coast Shire), Tim Austin (DTS) 10.10am Q&A 
10.15am Short Break 
10.20am  Prof. Alice Payne (RMIT) 
10.35am Q&A  
10.40am  Morning Tea Break 
11.15am  PANEL DISCUSSION Scott Douglas (Green Lab Futures) - CHAIR 
 
12.00pm  Genevieve Moody 
12.20pm Q&A  
12.25pm Lunch & Networking 

 
    

Session 4 
 
MC – Dr Nathan Thompson 

 
 

Time Subject Presenter/Organisation 
1.20pm Keynote Day 2: TBD TBD 
1.45pm Q&A 
1.50pm Short Break 
1.55pm  TBC 
2.15pm Q&A  
2.20pm  Andy Martin (Carpet Institute of Australia) 
2.40pm Q&A  
2.45pm UTS Student Presentation Georgia Willard (UTS) 
2.55pm Afternoon Tea  
3.25pm PANEL DISCUSSION 

 
Danielle Kent (Seamless) - CHAIR 
Prof Thava Palanisami (University of 
Newcastle/EPICLAB) 
 

4.30pm Wrap-up Day 2 & Close A/Prof. Maryam Naebe (Deakin University) 
   

 

 

 

 

  



 

About the Museum 
The National Wool Museum is located at 26 Moorabool Street, Geelong, Victoria 3220. 

Since the arrival of sheep with the First Fleet in 1788, the wool industry has dominated our economy, 
our agriculture and our reputation as a quality wool-growing nation throughout the world. 

Geelong is a city synonymous with wool and the wool industry – sheep farming began here in 1835 
and the first of many woollen mills opened here in 1868. For many years the city was known as the 
'wool centre of the world'. 

In 1988 the National Wool Museum was opened by Queen Elizabeth II and established as Australia’s 
only comprehensive museum of wool. With its recently renovated galleries you will experience a 
renewed Australian Story. 

Please feel free during break times to go through the collections and exhibits. It is a fascinating look 
at wool production and processing as well as having some outstanding temporary exhibits right now 
on multiple levels. 

Travel 
26 Moorabool Street, Geelong, Victoria 3220. 

Train 

Trains run regularly from Southern Cross Station (approx. every 20 minutes) to central Geelong and 
beyond. All trains to Geelong are on the V-Line which services regional Victoria. 

The museum is an easy 7-10 minute walk directly from Geelong central train station. 

Parking 
Street parking is available and metered, however many are time limited.  

There are several paid parking structures and Westfield Shopping Centre parking areas sit directly 
across from the museum. Moorabool St parking area is the most convenient, although all areas 
interconnect and are a short walk. Please note that most of these parking garages close at 8.30pm. 

 

 

Westfield Moorabool St 
Parking Area 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/hY1rZywAQrdh5B1J6


 

Entry 
As the National Wool Museum will be open during the symposium, they would appreciate it if 
attendees could please enter via the cartway double doors on Brougham St. There will be signage to 
help you find this access point each morning (please note this is a different entrance to last year).  

Please note: This entry can only be used until 10am each morning. If you arrive after 10am, please 
enter through the main museum entrance on Moolap St and advise museum staff that you are 
attending the symposium. 

 

 

 

  



 

Registration 

Registration begins at 8.45am on each day of the symposium via the cartway entrance. If you arrive 
after 10am, please see one of the Deakin team members in the symposium venue (identified by a 
black t-shirt with the Future Fibres Hub logo on the front). They will organise your tag and lanyard. 

The registration desk is slightly further down the corridor and allows for potentially inclement 
weather. Please keep your lanyard and name tag handy so museum staff can identify that you are 
with the symposium, should you need to exit the building for any reason. 

 


